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Got a new self-hosted WordPress site? Confused about plugins? Looking for
the best WordPress Plugins for Blogs/Sites? Then you’ve come to the
right place.
Did you know you can build a very professional, full featured site with
nothing more than free plugins? Yep! You don’t have to spend beaucoup
bucks on expensive paid solutions! The trick is knowing which ones to use.
We can help with that. Read on…
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Here at Web Marketing Services [WMS], we’re highly experienced WordPress
consultants, developers and site builders. Everything we do online involves WordPress,
in one way or another. In this report we’re going to show you what we consider to be
the absolute best, most valuable and useful free plugins for WordPress, which
we call the Starter Suite of WordPress Plugins.
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We use The Suite for every site we build
build, whether it be one of our own sites, or for
clients. You can use it as the foundation of your own WordPress site, or mine it for
valuable components to help improve your setup. Either way, every plugin herein is
linked to the WordPress Plugin Repository (or wherever it is found online), so there’s
no roadblocks to getting started.
We’ll even show you how to upload the Starter Suite to your site with just one click!
You can also download this free report as a PDF too, for future reference and
convenience, if you so desire.

Best Free WordPress
Plugins for Blogs – Must
Have Plugins for
WordPress

Many folks have told us that this report has been extremely valuable to them —
saving them a lot of time and money — and we hope it will do the same for you.
! Why Listen to Us? CLICK!

Free WordPress Plugins – Problems and the Solutions
As you probably know, you can find thousands of free and freemium plugins at the
WordPress Plugin Repository. That’s great, but it’s also a big problem. You’ve probably
encountered it yourself, which may explain why you’re here.
We’re going to show our top picks for the most important, critical categories of
WordPress plugins. These are:
Best Free WordPress Security Plugin
Best Free WordPress SEO Plugin
Best Free WordPress Cache Plugin
Best Free WordPress Backup Plugin
Best Free WordPress Image Compression Plugin
Best Free WordPress Analytics Plugin
And more…

#

$ % &

This is going to be a big help to you, because the trouble is, finding a plugin to solve a
particular problem is a problem in and of itself! Not least of which because a
newbie doesn’t necessarily know what he doesn’t know.
The simple truth is, for most categories of WordPress plugin, there’s just too many for
a beginner to choose from! And even then, assuming you find “the solution” to your
problem, “the solution” itself can pose even more problems! Technical issues.
Compatibility issues. Third party issues…
Many (even most) plugins look good. Many are rated roughly the same. Many have lots
of users.

Q: How’s a tyro supposed to make an educated decision on WordPress plugins?
A: He (or she) can’t. It’s just not possible.
As a result, you can spend days, weeks,
months… even years… trying out one
WordPress plugin after another… in a
seemingly fruitless quest to figure out which
single one is the “the best.” Ugh. It’s draining
just thinking about it, because it’s a road
we’ve been down too many times ourselves.
We know the syndrome all too well.
Furthermore, if you go afield and start asking
for input, the reality is that most folks
recommending one plugin or another are not the best people to listen to. It’s not that
they’re lying or trying to deceive you. It’s just that they really don’t have the
framework and background from which to make a qualified judgment! Quite often,
you’ll run across someone who has only used one caching plugin who emphatically
declares that the one plugin they know is “the best.”
Unfortunately, it probably isn’t. They simply don’t know any different. Or better.
Fortunately, we do.
In over ten years of working with WordPress, we’ve tried virtually every major incategory plugin out there — and many more to boot. Better still, we’ve tried said
plugins in a wide variety of circumstances, in combination with other plugins, themes
and hosts. Obviously, we haven’t tried every single plugin in every single possible
configuration — that would literally be impossible — but we’ve been at this long enough
that we have a strong basis from which to evaluate WordPress products.
Thus, our goal here is to provide useful information for you, based on our
experience and expertise. Now, we can’t (and won’t) foresee every possible
development — good or bad — in the vast and ever-expanding world of WordPress. We
can’t predict exactly how things will go for you, either. But we can (and will) try to point
you in the right direction.
Finally, there are other related issues, like compatibility between plugins. While
this is not nearly as big of an issue as it was in the early days of WordPress, it still can be
a nightmare. If you haven’t experienced it for yourself, imagine what it feels like to see
your site to crash because you’ve installed a plugin one of the others doesn’t like.
But which one is the trouble? And is it only one? The troubleshooting alone can take
many, many hours!
We want to help you avoid these kinds of issues, at all costs. This is the impetus
behind the Starter Suite. It’s a group of plugins which cover all the important bases,
have been tested and used together for many years, and which should give you an
excellent foundation from which to customize and build out your own WordPress
site/blog.
Below, in the Starter Suite section, you will find several things:
First, our list of the very best plugins you can (and should) use for WordPress.
Second, we’ve ordered them by importance (in our considered opinion).
Third, we’ve also provided a means by which you can get all of these plugins
with one easy click, and then install them with just one more!
All you have to do here is share this post to unlock the hidden content with a Like,
and you’re set. It’s that simple.

NOTICE
Our lawyers tell us we need to put a disclaimer in here. To avoid a long
section of snooze worthy legalese, let’s just keep it simple.
Use this information at your own risk!
We are not responsible for how you use what we’ve provided here. We can’t
be! The world of WordPress has far too many variables for us to be
responsible for what you do with it. Heck, you, dear reader, are one of those
variables! So please understand that while we do our level best to provide
accurate, actionable information
information, nothing here is graven in stone. Things
can change at a moment’s notice. Great plugins can go south. New plugins
may emerge which challenge our picks. We could suddenly go senile.
Anything can happen.
As a result, in short and in the end, it’s all on you!
We are only offering guidance, not guarantees.
On the flip side of the coin, we’re not going to send you a bill when what
we’ve provided here ends up saving you a ton of time, effort,
aggravation and money
money, either. So, you gotta take the good with the bad.

! Additional WordPress Plugin Info You Should Consider - CLICK

Our Starter Suite of the Best WordPress Plugins for
Blogs
Without further ado (phew!), we bring you our Starter Suite of WordPress Plugins.
Simply share this page via the Locker below and you will have full access. Thanks for
coming this far, and we sincerely hope you are able to put this information to good use.

You did it! It’s unlocked! Welcome. Now, let’s get started…

IMPORTANT: PLUGIN UPLOADING
Before you start uploading plugins to your site, be advised that that WPCore
(described below) allows you to upload all of the Starter Suite plugins at
one time, with one click! It’s a heck of a time saver.
We’ve provided links in
each section below to the homepage of each plugin so you can learn more
about each of them.
We encourage you to do so. Just bear in mind that you don’t have to get them
and upload them to your site one at a time! Ugh. What a job that is… NEVER
FEAR! They will be uploaded as a set when the time comes.

#1) Best Free WordPress Security
Plugin
Before you do anything else, you must secure your site! Why? Well, do you leave your
car unlocked? Do you walk out of your house and leave the backdoor wide open? No, of
course you don’t, and for the same reason, you must lock down your WordPress
site. If not, you’re asking for trouble.
WordPress is a modern, state-of-the-art piece
of software. It’s the result of millions of
person-hours of development. But it is not
perfect. Nothing made by man (or woman)
ever will be. It has vulnerabilities, just like
any other piece of software. And given that it
represents about 1/3 of all sites in the world
today, it has become a regular target for
hackers and no-goodniks of all stripes.
If you’re daring — some might say foolish — you can go along without a dedicated
WordPress security plugin. Intrinsic WordPress site security is pretty good. But given
that security is the single most important consideration outside of the content you
put on your site, we can’t recommend doing so. The work you’re going to put into your
site is far too valuable to lose it to — or see it defaced by — interlopers. Therefore, we
recommend that you use a top notch security plugin.
For us, that plugin is Wordfence.
The plugin has been around for quite a number of years, is constantly being improved,
and is provided by a company which does website security for a living. It’s saved our
bacon on a number of occasions, ranging from brute force attacks to stealthy hack jobs
to malicious code insertions.
Despite it’s technical prowess, Wordfence is designed for beginners as well as
experts. It was built from the ground up to be usable by noobs, while at the same time
providing cutting edge, state of the art security for pros. It’s ready to go right “out of
the box.”
Simply activate it and it will be working in
“Learning Mode.” This is valuable, because
every installation is different, and the plugin
needs to learn the specifics of your site and
how you work. But what’s so great is that you
don’t need to hand-hold this security
plugin, as is the case with so many others. It’s
smart, and as you get familiar with it, you’ll
see how powerful and valuable it really is.
While the plugin is learning about you and
your site, you can take the time to learn about
how it does what it does, what all the functions are, and how to modify them to suit
your needs (if necessary). Generally speaking, after about a week or so, you can switch
it over to “Enabled and Protecting.” The only reason you might not do this so fast is
if you are playing around with different themes and plugins. Our advice is to only take
the plugin off “Learning Mode” when your site is fairly stable. This way, the chance of
false positives tripping the plugin is greatly reduced.
We feel this is the single best security plugin on the market — and that’s for the free
version!
In our opinion, the paid version is a bit expensive, but the good news is, most of us don’t
need it. On the dozens and dozens of sites where we’ve installed Wordfence, we’ve
never once seen the need to upgrade to the paid version. This is not to say we
haven’t done so. We have on a few occasions, but this was only done out of an
abundance of caution, because a client wanted it, or simply because we wanted to
support the developers.

CLICK FOR OUR PICK: BEST FREE WORDPRESS
SECURITY PLUGIN
NOTE: Be sure to check with your host (you can often find the info in a FAQ) on
whether there are specific settings you should enable for Wordfence. It is a very
powerful plugin, but it can also fight with your hosting service if not configured
properly.

#2) Best Free WordPress SEO Plugin
Assuming you know what SEO is (if not, go here), why do you need
an SEO plugin?
Well, the short answer is: you don’t! WordPress was built to be
pretty SEO friendly. It’s code is clean and Google can readily read
and quantify a WordPress site. So that’s not a problem.
The problem is, there are many, many factors regarding SEO that can’t be addressed by
a blogging/site building platform. After all, SEO is a very complex subject. So
complex, in fact, that while every person doing business online should really know
about it — it helps to be an expert, actually — the reality is that few know much, and
most know very little.
Learning SEO is a major undertaking in and of
itself. The simple truth is that most people
don’t have the desire, even if they were
willing to commit the time. As important as
SEO knowledge is online, it’s kind of a boring
subject for just about everyone other than
SEO geeks. And this leads to another big
problem. If you really need to be an SEO
expert these days to be competitive online, what is a small business person or newbie
to do?
Fortunately, when it comes to WordPress, plugins have come to the rescue. SEO
plugins allow you to create Google-friendly content without being an SEO expert.
You simply follow the rules and prompts of the SEO plugin, and you’re good to go. It
really can’t (and probably won’t) get much easier than this.
The number one, most popular SEO plugin is, and has been for many years, Yoast. It’s
the brain child of noted WordPress expert and developer Joost de Valk. It first came on
the scene in 2006, and it’s been the acknowledged “top dog” of SEO plugins for many
years, mainly because it’s fairly intuitive and easy to use, and it does it’s job well.
We think Yoast is a really great plugin. We used it for many years (up until 2014). Many
of our more veteran clients refuse to switch from it, simply because they are used to it,
even though it has undergone major changes and significant evolution over the years.
All that being said, in our estimation, Yoast is no longer the premier WordPress
SEO plugin. That slot has been taken by a relative new comer — and serious
competitor — with an unlikely (and some might even say unfortunate) sounding name:
Squirrly. So yeah… the name may be funny, but there is nothing squirrely about Squirrly.
It’s a very serious tool for serious business people.
In general, the free Squirrly plugin does everything
Yoast does and does it better. What Yoast charges
for, Squirrly does better, for less. Furthermore, Squirrly
offers a range of features neither Yoast nor any other
plugin we’re aware of can touch.
To keep it really simple, if you want to pay for the
upgraded features, Squirrly charges $29 per month for
up to 7 sites
sites..
Yoast charges $89 per month for 1 site
site.. Yikes!!!
Need we say more?
(Frankly, looking back to when we paid for Yoast and comparing what we’re paying now
for Squirrly, I kinda can’t believe it.)
Speaking of funny animals, this isn’t the “monkey model,” either, as you often get with
free software. Even the free version does a lot of good stuff for you. And like it’s
predecessor Yoast, and as with Wordfence above, Squirrly is designed for beginners
beginners.
It’s easy to set up, get used to and start using. That being said, it’s also got a range of
powerful features pros will appreciate.
Keyword research with a proprietary algorithm which looks at your site (based on
SEO factors) and tells you what you can reasonably expect to rank for. This is totally
unique in the world of SEO plugins, and in our experience, spot on. If Squirrly tells
you something is “Easy to Rank For” and you follow the guidelines, odds are you’ll be
on page one in no time. We’ve tested it and we’ve seen it — repeatedly.
Performance analytics: See where your posts are ranking for a variety of keywords,
and monitor trends over time.
Compose posts that are perfectly formatted for maximum Google love; the Live
Assistant literally “coaches” you as your create your posts, correcting your errors
and making sure you get every single piece of the perfect SEO post exactly right.
Get new ideas, curate content (images, tweets, video) with Squirrly’s unique
Inspiration Box. Very useful!
Perform regular site audits to see what parts of site need work, and what you need
to do to improve them.
Squirrly is like having an on-call SEO guru ready to help you 24/7!
And here’s another important factor affecting
overall site performance: If you follow our
recommendations on how to use Squirrly,
you’ll be replacing two plugins with one.
Instead of SEO and Sitemap plugins being
separate beasts, Squirrly does double duty!
Remember, when it comes to site speed, the
fewer plugins the better. If you factor in a
rank tracking plugin, now Squirrly is replacing three plugins!
So all that being said, the basic version of the plugin is 100% free. It provides all
the important features you need to create content that will be noticed by Google
and the other big search engines. You may decide you never need the paid version,
though it does offer some pretty powerful capabilities you’ll want to be aware of.

CLICK FOR OUR PICK: BEST FREE WORDPRESS SEO
PLUGIN

#3) Best Free WordPress Cache
Plugin
Caching is a method of speeding up your site by optimizing it’s performance
beyond that of basic WordPress. Yes, despite the fact WordPress is a modern,
professionally coded piece of software, there is always room for improvement — which
is where a caching plugin comes in.
If you think of WordPress as a motor, caching is an aftermarket supercharger designed
to make it go even faster. You can learn more here, if need be.
There are many different caching plugins out there in the world of WordPress, and
many are quite good. Because caching is so important, we’ve made it a point to become
knowledgeable about them. To that end, we’ve used all the top WordPress cache
plugins extensively. Like a speed freak trying to goose that last bit of horsepower out of
his souped up jalopy, with a caching plugin we’re taking WordPress and making it go
even faster.
A good caching plugin pre-builds and
stores frequently accessed content and
code so that it can be served to a visitor
instantly, rather than being rebuilt every time
it’s needed. This saves time and server
resources, which is good for the visitor and
you.
Yes, much of WordPress can be “pre-loaded”
this way, but without a cache plugin, everything is rebuilt from scratch with every
page load. This means your site is much slower than need be. Over time, this amounts
to a huge loss of bandwidth, which costs you money. A slow site will turn away potential
prospects. Further, a slow site will effect your organic page rankings negatively,
meaning you’re hit with a triple-whammy. Ouch! All of it costs you money, either
directly or indirectly — or both!
So, good caching plugins dramatically speed up your site. But the best of them are
really easy to use, too. That’s our criteria for selection — speed and ease of use.
• The free cache plugin we strongly prefer and recommend is: Comet Cache.
In our tests and experience, this plugin knocked an average of about 33% or 1 second
off of page load times.
• A paid solution, which in our testing proved to be the best overall stand-alone cache,
is WP Rocket. It’s covered in more detail below.
In our test and experience, this plugin knocked an average of about 35% or 1.2 seconds
off of page load times.
Also see WP Hyper Speed.

CLICK FOR OUR PICK: BEST FREE WORDPRESS CACHE
PLUGIN
NOTE: Some WordPress host provide their own, custom built caching plugin
(SiteGround, A2, etc.), so be sure you are A) taking advantage of what your host offers,
and B) not creating a problem for yourself by having two caching plugins running
simultaneously!

#4) Best Free WordPress Backup
“Plugin”
It’s important that you backup your site. Once upon a time, you had to do it manually.
Ugh. However, these days, it’s no longer necessary. There are a number of different
ways to automatically backup your WordPress installations — online services as
well as plugins.
In short, to cut to the chase — and in keeping with the KISS formula — let’s just bypass
all the bloviation and get right to the point. Very simply, we prefer the site backup
provided by ManageWP
ManageWP.. The free version will backup your site(s) monthly,
automatically, like clockwork. You don’t have to even think about it. And in all the years
dealing with the “WordPress backup” issue, it’s the only solution we’ve seen which has
been almost entirely painless.
Yep. Having tried many different
“solutions” over the years, we’ve settled on
this one great service. It does a bunch mission
critical chores for us quickly, easily and
without hassle. Though there is a “worker”
plugin connecting your site to the ManageWP
servers, there’s no cumbersome, clunky,
unreliable backup plugin, per se, involved.
Which is a really good thing!
The truth is, actual backup plugins, which do the work within your own site space and
drag enormous amounts of bandwidth out of your server, are frequently problematic.
They’re memory hogs and known to be quite buggy. They often conflict with
other plugins and services, too. So, we don’t recommend one of these straight-up
backup plugins. And we’ve said before, the less plugins which drain your server, the
better. With ManageWP, the main workload is handled by their server, not yours.
We just love ManageWP – for a whole slew of reasons. We’ve been using the service
for years without a single problem of note. Further, there’s a number of occasions in
which ManageWP has literally saved our butts. No kidding. In fact, it did so during
preparation of this epic post, when a plugin we were testing wiped the database of this
site. Yikes!!!
There’s a further great benefit of ManageWP. Once your WordPress empire begins to
grow, you’ll find that ManageWP is the single best multi-site management tool on
the market, too.
If you need or desire more frequent backups, ManageWP can do so on a daily or even
hourly basis (you decide the interval) for far less than the competition. In short,
forget about all the other options. Just go to ManageWP and set up a free account.

CLICK FOR OUR PICK: BEST FREE WORDPRESS
BACKUP “PLUGIN”

#5) Best Free WordPress Sitemap Plugin
Believe it or not, Google is pretty stupid. I know, I know, that’s
contrary to the image the company wants to project, and may
seem ridiculous at first. But here’s the proof. Despite all of it’s
technology, it’s multi-billion dollar server arrays, it’s thousands of
bots scanning the web, and everything else, it can still miss
important pages of your site.

And it will.
Don’t believe us? Then create a bunch of content on a site without a sitemap plugin,
wait 90 or 180 days, and then go to Google Webmaster Tools and see if it’s all indexed.
Odds are, it won’t be. In fact, unless your site is already highly trafficked, Google won’t
know about the majority of your site’s content! Yikes.
It’s that bad, and we should know, having been down this road ourselves too many
times before. Sadly, millions of WordPress users out there don’t even realize how
they’re sabotaging themselves without a good Sitemap plugin.
There’s nothing worse than putting great time and effort into creating a post only to
realize — sometimes weeks or months later — that it’s not indexed by Google at all.
OMG! Sadly, this is a common problem when a site doesn’t have a proper sitemap.
WordPress by itself does not provide what is known as an XML sitemap, which is what
you really want and need if Google is to see the whole of your site.
• Our recommended choice is just as we recommended for SEO: Squirrly. Besides
building a basic XML sitemap, it will create for you the properly configured sitemaps for
all the important aspects of your site (including those for video, images and even
Google news, all of which are highly recommended for SEO purposes) – all done for
free! You’ll also get page-level controls over what is indexed and how.
• Yoast can do some of what Squirrly does — for a hefty fee ($89/mo. per site) — while
Jetpack just does the basics. Both do provide perfectly serviceable XML sitemaps for
you.
• If you don’t like Squirrly, Yoast or Jetpack, there are a number of stand-alone plugins
in the WordPress Plugin Repository which build XML sitemaps. Just do a search for
’em.

CLICK FOR OUR PICK: BEST FREE WORDPRESS
SITEMAP “PLUGIN”
NOTE: If you never want to have to worry about your pages getting lost, and you want
to ensure they get seen and indexed by Google immediately, then you should also
check out WP Rapid SEO Indexer. We love this plugin. It has literally been responsible
for pages being indexed and ranked in 12-24 hours!

#6) Best Free WordPress Image
Compression Plugin
One of the things that slows sites down
tremendously is imagery. It’s a paradox. People want (and to some extent expect) to
see interesting imagery on your site or blog. Imagery is really important to catching —
and holding — viewer interest. But the more images you have on your site (and more
specifically, on a particular page), the slower your site is going to be.
If you’ve ever hit a page with a lot of pictures and found yourself in the “fast” lane at
rush hour, then you may know the feeling. Obviously, this is bad news for a site — it
hurts with visitors and with Google.
But even if your site is just using pictures in a more or less standard way (a picture or
three per post, a logo in the header, some other images here and there, etc.), odds are
your site is slowing down because of it. Pictures eat up a lot of memory, and serving
them up to each visitor burns bandwidth.
WordPress is great in many ways, but on of
it’s shortcomings is that it does nothing for
image compression, and these days, that’s a
sin. As a result, there are many different
plugins which have come to the fore, in order
to reduce the size of images. Yes, you can do
so without effecting the quality. It turns out
that most images can be processed to
dramatically reduce their file size while
having little to no visible effect on how they look.
As with every other major category of plugin on WordPress, there are many different
options available to you when it comes to image compression. And again, we’ve tried
most of them, in a tireless quest to find the best mix of compression quality and speed.
Because here’s the thing. You can easily over-compress images, and they start to look
horrible. Or, you can use a compression engine that isn’t very good, and it doesn’t do
much for you.
Our choice for the best free WordPress compression plugin is ShortPixel.
Having tried about half a dozen different compression schemes over the years, we’ve
recently settled on what we believe is the best of the best compression services
out there, and the good news is, it has a really smart WordPress plugin. Better still, this
service gives you 100 free compressions per month — more than enough for the
average blogger, and far more than the typical start-up WordPress user would ever
need.
NOTE: You can get around having a compression plugin entirely by using the
themes of a particular company we love; the compression is built right in. See More
About WordPress, Themes and Plugins.

CLICK FOR OUR PICK: BEST FREE WORDPRESS IMAGE
COMPRESSION PLUGIN

#7) Best Free WordPress Analytics
Plugin
If you’re building a blog for your friends, or as a hobby, or for the local Elk’s Lodge, you
may not care much about traffic numbers; you know you’re only going to get a handful
of visitors, and they’re probably not coming to buy anything, so it doesn’t matter.
But if you’re in business, “knowing the numbers” is critical to your success, certainly
in the mid to long term. It may not matter much in the immediate short term,
particularly if your site is new. But once you’ve got your site seriously up and running,
you need to know how your site is doing. Analytics will tell you stuff like:
How much traffic you’re getting, and from where, including how well your social
media is working.
What pages people are visiting and what keywords brought them by.
What your bounce rates are, and long people stay on your pages — and your site,
overall.
And much, much more.
Traditionally, people have hooked up their
WordPress sites to Google Analytics as a
means of gathering all this data. There’s
nothing wrong with this at all, and since the
service is free, who’s to complain? Further,
simply having your site in Analytics helps with
your SEO (assuming yours is not a crappy site,
anyway).
But there’s a few problems with Google Analytics, too. First, you’ve gotta login in order
to see the data. That can be a pain, particularly if you don’t have it open at the time you
want to see the data. Second, you’ve got to figure out how to pull usable data from
Google Analytics, which is NOT the world’s most user-friendly interface. Far from it, in
fact, though to Google’s credit, it has gotten better on this score. Still, Analytics is still
less than ideal for the average non-geek.
What you really want and need is a handy-dandy interface inside WordPress.
Jetpack has something along these lines, but what it provides onsite is a limited data
set. To see it all, as with Analytics, you have to login to WordPress to see it. And in any
event, it’s data is not nearly as detailed as what’s available from Google. After all,
WordPress is only seeing stuff directly relevant to your site; Google sees the whole
web, and Analytics distills all sorts of external data only it has into something relevant
to you.
So, in short, neither Google Analytics nor
WordPress’ Jetpack stats are ideal
solutions for WordPress users who are
serious about understanding where their
traffic is coming from and what it’s doing
when it hits your site. Furthermore,
WordPress can’t provide all the demographic
data Google provides, because it simply
doesn’t have it.
Into this void have stepped a number of plugin developers who have brought Google’s
data onboard WordPress in a user-centric way. The best of them have attractive,
easy-to-use charts and graphs. And the best of these, in our opinion, is a relative
new comer on the block: Analytify.

CLICK FOR OUR PICK: BEST FREE WORDPRESS STATS
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#8) Better WordPress Text Controls – TinyMCEAdvanced Plugin
As you can probably tell, we are big boosters of WordPress. Compared to how we used
to do things (building dedicated websites in HTML and other coding languages from the
ground up), the platform has been a Godsend. But it’s not perfect. Heck, if it was, there
wouldn’t be thousands of plugins available to improve it and expand it’s capabilities.
One of the areas that WordPress lacks in is,
sadly, one of the very most basic ones, given
that it got it’s start as a blogging platform.
And that is, with it’s writing and editing
tool set. The options available in basic WordPress are very sparse. You only have
rudimentary controls over the content, and that’s simply not good enough.
Fortunately, an enterprising soul (Andrew
Ozz) decided that this problem needed to be
fixed. He came up with his own plugin, called
TinyMCE-Advanced. We’ve been using this
plugin to great effect for years. Frankly, it’s
astonishing that the improvements included
with Andrew’s creation haven’t been rolled
into WordPress itself. It’s possible they will be
in the BIG upgrade coming in WordPress 5 (we’re currently on 4.9.x). But until then, we
highly recommend you include TinyMCE-Advanced in your mix of plugins. It will
give you far more control over the appearance of your posts, and capabilities the bare
bones model of WordPress doesn’t have.
The plugin is free, and there’s not even an upgrade path(!), and Mr. Ozz doesn’t so much
as ask for a donation. How long he can continue to do this, we can’t say, but we count
our blessings every day that he does.

CLICK FOR OUR PICK: BEST WORDPRESS TEXT
CONTROLS PLUGIN

A Word (or Three) About the Jetpack
Plugin
Jetpack is a multi-use plugin built by Automattic (the creators of
WordPress) which can be very useful. It is unusual as a plugin in that it’s actually half a
dozen separate plugins in one. Depending on how you install your WordPress site,
it may come pre-installed. It often does.
The good folks at WordPress will really try to press you to use it — it’s a major revenue
generator for them — and there are a few advanced features of Jetpack not germane to
this guide which are worth considering.
Overall, Jetpack has components which help with traffic monitoring, content creation,
SEO, social sharing, performance and site protection. Most of these features, at least at
a basic level, are free; paid options are required for backups (and site migration),
security (stopping spam, attacks, malware insertion), video and image CDN (Content
Delivery Network).
These paid features are all good (some of our clients use them), but at the same time
we don’t personally use them or recommend them. Why? Because what Jetpack
charges for, it charges premium prices for. Other plugins cover the same bases and do
more, or the do same things just as well for less.
Paid Jetpack options are expensive. It costs $3.50 per month per site for the
Personal Plan, $9 per month per site for the Premium plan, and $29 per month per
site for the Professional plan. The latter plan is the only way you can get what they call
“real time” (i.e. on demand) backups.
$3.50 per month for daily backups may not sound like a lot until you realize you can do
the same with ManageWP Premium for $2 per month per site, and you get 90 days
worth of backups instead of 30. The disparity is even worse if you want on-demand
backups (i.e. as needed). Those are included in with ManageWP Premium, but those
are only available with the $29 per month per site Professional plan from Automattic!
Frankly — and please don’t tell Automattic we said this — we don’t think Jetpack
paid plans are worth the money. For now, unless you really need something offered
by the plugin, we recommend that do not use it. If it’s active on your site, deactivate it
and dump it (you can always load it later if need be). If you don’t have it in Plugins
already, then you’re set!
Oh, one other nice thing about ManageWP. They will give you a loyalty discount if
you stick with them. We’ve been with them long enough that we’re getting 30% off!
Nice, huh?
• As far as site security goes, you can get all the features of Jetpack (and more) with
Wordfence
Wordfence, which is free!
• In the areas of site management, uptime monitoring and SEO tracking, ManageWP
does more for a lot less, and it’s charges are based on actual use. See the discussion
directly below.
If you only have a single site, money is no issue and absolute maximum convenience,
ease of use and compatibility with WordPress itself is your goal (it all coming
from the same company, Automattic), then you may want to use Jetpack’s paid services.
Otherwise, you probably should think about the other options presented here.

WORDPRESS JETPACK PLUGIN INFO

Suggested “Best of” WordPress Plugins
• WP Rocket – Maximum Speed Boost
We’ve tried a ton of caching plugins over the years. There
are some very good free ones. And if you’re hosting with
SiteGround or a few other hosts, you’ll have a dedicated caching plugin/system
provided for you. We recently downgraded SiteGround from our go-to hosting
company to a second tier option, and you may be hosting your WordPress site with a
host which doesn’t provide dedicated caching options. In this case, we now recommend
WP Rocket.
If absolute maximum performance,
combined with ease of use, is your goal,
then consider WP Rocket. The Rocket, as we
call it, is not cheap; it’s $39/yr. for one site,
and $99/yr. for three. But remember what we
said above about caching; good caching can
make the difference between life and
death with Google. All of your work is for
naught if you have a slow, poorly performing site (your rankings will be worse, you’ll get
fewer visitors, and those who do come to your site will be less likely to stay and poke
around).
NOTE: The basic setup of the plugin is simple, but it has many customization options
(just as many other caching/performance plugins do). With this or any other cache
plugin, start with the recommended settings, then begin learning about the other
options. This means you probably won’t get the absolute maximum possible
performance out of your site in the short term, but it also means you won’t spend days
or weeks pulling your hair out up front, either.

CLICK FOR OUR PICK: BEST PAID WORDPRESS
CACHING PLUGIN

• ManageWP
We’ve been using ManageWP for years now. It’s an
indispensable part of our WordPress workflow. What
ManageWP does, in simplest terms, is allow you to
manage multiple WordPress installations from one centralized dashboard. If you
do have and/or or admin more than one site — or have plans to do so — then
ManageWP is a must have. Period.
But even if you’ve only got one site, you should consider using ManageWP. Why?
Because of everything else it will do for you, for free!
For our immediate purposes, ManageWP will provide automatic backups of your
site on a monthly basis. So even if your host provides backup services (some do, some
don’t), the more backups the better.
However, if you’ve ever had the
onerous duty of having to update two
or four or more websites separately,
one at at time, as plugins or themes
have gone to newer versions, you’ll
instantly understand why ManageWP
is so powerful and valuable. Now
imagine having multiple websites that
need multiple plugins and themes
updated, sometimes as often as every day!

Not fun. Not easy. Not a great way to spend your weekend.
The summary statement is this: Whether you’ve got one site or one hundred, you
need ManageWP!
• The basic features of ManageWP — managing and updating multiple websites (even
hundreds at at time), performance and security checks, comment management,
monthly backup, and more — are free.
• The advanced features — daily, hourly, on demand backups and SEO, site cloning and
migration, security, uptime and performance monitoring — are paid, but they’re ala
carte (i.e. each site can have a different mix of paid services), and these are all $1 per
site per month. The only exception to this is daily or better backups (which includes
on-demand backups), which start at $2 per site per month. However, even real-time
backups (i.e. being backed up constantly, 24 hours per day) is only $4 per site per
month!
NOTE: The on-demand backups are worth their weight in gold, particularly when
you’re concerned about what might happen with your site. If in doubt, make a backup
and then go forward with your changes, completely confident that you can get
back to where you just left it if need be.
So what we recommend is that you start free, see if you like it, and upgrade as needed.
Easy, right?
Frankly, if you’re running more than one WordPress site — or have plans to — using
ManageWP is a no-brainer. And BTW, we’ve tried a number of competitors. To this
point, we’re sticking with the tried and true. In over five years of using ManageWP,
we’ve never been disappointed even once. Not once. And that’s saying something!

CLICK FOR OUR PICK: THE ‘SWISS ARMY KNIFE’ OF
WORDPRESS PLUGINS”
UPDATE: ManageWP was recently acquired by (but run completely independent of)
one of our favorite domain registration companies, GoDaddy, which not coincidentally
has been making a strong push into the WordPress world in recent years. We still
can’t recommend GoDaddy WordPress hosting (it’s not very good), but there should be
no doubt whatsoever — if there was before — that ManageWP is here to stay.

• WP Hyper Speed – Additional Speed Boost!
We’ve discussed caching plugins above, but
this bad boy isn’t really one of those. It will do
little to nothing for the standard site metrics,
like those you’ll get from GMetrix or
Pingdom. Unlike standard caching plugins,
that’s not the purpose of this plugin.
However, what WP Hyper Speed does is make your site load faster for human
visitors! As in, your pages will load in an eyeblink!
In fact, in our tests and experience, it makes even slow sites load wicked fast for the
visitor. Why is this important? Because research has shown that every tenth of second
delay in page loading time costs visitors. This plugin uses special technology to ensure
that when a visitor hits your page, he or she sees it instantly!
So this plugin may not do much for you in the Google Analytics dashboard. But where it
really counts — in the court of public opinion — this plugin will work wonders for
you. We’ve seen it ourselves, our clients have seen it, and we all love it! You will too —
guaranteed!
This plugin has a 30 day no questions asked satisfaction guarantee. It’s currently
going for $37, and we strongly suggest you consider investing in it ASAP.

WP HYPER SPEED: BEST SPEED BOOSTING
WORDPRESS PLUGIN

• WP Rapid SEO Indexer – Indexing and Ranking, Fast!
Everybody who knows anything about
marketing online knows that it’s important,
wherever and whenever possible, to get
et free
traffic from the search engines — what we
call “organic traffic.” Many folks naively
believe that when they publish a new post
from their blog — particularly in a day and age
where the posts often get sent to Facebook, Twitter, Google Plus, LinkedIn, Pinterest,
etc. — Google Search automatically sees it, indexes it and ranks it, making sure they will
receive traffic from the Big G.
Well, the good news is, Google probably does “see” the link.
The bad news is, it may not care to index it. In fact, it probably won’t. And if it
doesn’t index it, your content will not rank. That means, for all intents and purposes,
what you’ve just so proudly published is invisible. In-freaking-visible! It won’t be
found in search, and it will not bring you any organic traffic at all!
When we do site audits for clients, they are often shocked and appalled to learn that so
much of what they have spent so much time laboring over — posts, articles, graphics,
etc. — were NOT ever indexed by Google, even years later! We aren’t shocked,
’cause we’ve seen it so many times before. But it’s sad to see the looks on their faces
when they realize most of their work online was a total waste of time, effort and
money. Obviously, at this point, we try to fix it (and we usually do). But the point is:
who wants to be in this mess?

I know you don’t!
See, the thing is, BILLIONS of pieces of content get posted to the web everyday.
Contrary to what you may think, Google doesn’t really give a damn about most of it —
or yours either!
Worse yet, because so much content is being pumped out there every minute of
every day (most of it exemplifying Theodore Sturgeon’s infamous law: “90% of
everything is crud.”), Google can literally miss it — and then forget about it. This is not to
say you only have one shot at the prize. Not at all. Just because a piece of content hasn’t
been indexed (and hopefully ranked) doesn’t mean it won’t be, either.
But what it DOES mean is that, in the meantime, the content that never got indexed in
the first place may not get indexed for a long time. Or, worse yet, it may not ever
get indexed at all!
So, there are many strategies you can follow to avoid this problem. Certainly, sharing
posts to social media will help your stuff get indexed, particularly if it’s popular. But it
can still take days, weeks, even months for Google to finally deign to index and rank it —
if it happens! There are no guarantees with this method. All other issues aside, not
being indexed/ranked is robbing you of potential traffic you could be seeing. So
what to do? How to get around this?
Well, what if there were a free, painless way to get INSTANT INDEXING AND
RANKING for every page or post you create in WordPress? There is, and that’s what
this very simple but very powerful plugin does for you. The plugin will cost you a few
bucks, but after that, you’re golden. The only “cost” will be the few seconds it takes you
to push the “Submit to Google” button.

Simple enough, eh?
It’s like having an inside track right into Google’s indexing queue. We’ve seen it
get stuff indexed and ranked in hours! We kid you not.
So, in short, if you want to be SURE your content is getting the treatment from Google
it deserves, there’s no better way to do it than use this plugin. It’s from the same guys
that make WP Hyper Speed, and in our collective judgment, is a MUST HAVE plugin.
Like it’s cousin, it has a 30 day total satisfaction guarantee. Set up is fast ‘n’ easy. You
just hook the plugin into your Google Analytics account, and you’re done!
At this moment in time, you can get the plugin for $37. Better money online you will
never spend!

WP RAPID SEO INDEXER: GET YOUR CONTENT
INDEXED BY GOOGLE TODAY!

Traffic Plugins
We’ve got a selection of powerful WordPress traffic plugins (and other resources)
which will greatly enhance your results online, by bringing highly targeted,
interested visitors to your site day after day, week after week, month after month, all
on total autopilot!
These are far more than the standard social sharing or SEO plugins. Several of them are
incredibly powerful and mostly unknown, except to real internet marketing
experts and WordPress superstars. By using any of them (much less all of them), you’ll
have an incredible advantage over everybody else. That’s the good news.
The bad news is, we can’t tell you about them. Not quite yet. We’d love to, but in the
interests of getting this monumental post done, we simply couldn’t get to it — or we’d
have been at it for even more freakin’ hours! Ugh.
We are going to share these plugins with you ASAP. In the future, we may add them
here — as was the original plan — since traffic is a critical component of succeeding
online, and Heaven knows those just launching a site/blog need all the help they can
get.
So as they used to say in the old days of print — WATCH THIS SPACE!
But in the meantime, watch your inbox for updates from us — we’ll be telling you
about these tools (some of them are plugins, other pure online services) in the very
near future!

Uploading the Starter Suite
with WPCore
In order to make your job as painless as possible, we’re going to use a very specialized
plugin called WPCore to upload the Starter Suite to your site. Once you’ve got
WPCore working, you’ll be able to do so with just one click.
NOTE: You can pick and choose which
plugins from the Starter Suite you wish to use.
There may be plugins in the current Starter
Suite we haven’t mentioned here, because we
consider them to be optional but valuable. We
recommend you upload the whole lot, but
again, it’s your choice what you upload, install
and activate.
We’re going to start with WPCore, and the
plugin of the same name (though installing the plugin comes much later). WPCore is a
very useful site within the overall WordPress ecology. It allows you to store sets of
WordPress plugins you like, so you can dramatically speed up the process of setting
up your site/blog. Most noobs have no idea what an onerous task it is to laboriously
install and activate plugins one at at time, but old veterans know it all too well.
This site solves that problem. When the
plugins you need are in one or more sets at
WPCore, all you have to do is login and grab
them — assuming you have the WPCore
Plugin Manager plugin installed, that is.

Installing the Starter Suite
So, in order to get everything done in as smooth and efficient a way as
possible, please go through the following lists:

• Preparatory Steps

Before you can install all the Starter Suite plugins, there are a few things you
need to do first:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Goto Wordfence (Security) and set up your free account.
Goto Squirrly (SEO and Sitemap) and set up your free account.
Goto Comet Cache (Performance) and set up your free account.
Goto ManageWP (Backups) and set up your free account.
Goto ShortPixel (Image Compression) and set up your free account.
Goto Analytify (Stats) and set up your free account.
Goto WPCore (One-click upload and Installation) and set up your free
account.

NOTE: In the obvious interests of speed and efficiency, you should probably
use the same email account for all of these entities. We further suggest
that you make it a dedicated email account for this very purpose, so
important information regarding your WordPress installation doesn’t get
lost in the daily deluge of emails you undoubtedly receive (just like the rest of
us).

• Optional Steps

If you’re using any of the optional plugins, set those accounts up too.
1. Goto WP Rocket
Rocket, purchase and download.
2. Goto Rapid SEO Indexer
Indexer, purchase and download.
3. Goto WP Hyper Speed
Speed, purchase and download.

• Starter Suite Installation

Once you’ve got the Preparatory Steps (above) out of
the way — and any Optional Steps you may want to do
— you can put the Starter Suite to work. Just do the
following:
1. Goto your Plugins menu in WordPress. Click “Add New.” Do a search for
“WPCore” or “WPCore Plugin Manager.” Install and activate the plugin.
2. Goto the WPCore plugin home page within your
site, click on the “Add a Collection Key” button. Use
this key (copy and paste):
UN3LbSyYNB3NdZQzNOFx
Then click the “Save Collections” button.
NOTE: If you cannot copy/paste or this otherwise fails, you can also get
the key (and the whole collection) here.
3. When the page refreshes, you should see the plugins
from the Starter Suite listed. Click on the “Install
Plugins” button.
4. Goto Plugins within your site, Select All and
Activate.
5. Goto Comet Cache and toggle open Enable/Disable. Make sure it is
Enabled!
6. Upload and activate any of the Optional Plugins. DO NOT use Comet
Cache and WP Rocket together! Use one or the other. If using WP
Rocket (or any other Caching plugin for that matter), make sure it is
working and configure properly. Consult the
developer’s reference materials if necessary.

So now you’ve gone and done it! That’s it. Finito. The
Starter Suite of WordPress Plugins should be installed
and working.
Additional, supplementary sets of plugins we’ve put together at WPCore –
which enhance and expand WordPress capability – can be found on this
page. You may want to bookmark it for later reference.
At this point, you may also want to Deactivate and delete the WPCore
plugin, unless you have further plans to “bulk upload” other plugins. You can
always reinstall it later if need be.
Also, if your site is brand new, delete the Akismet and Hello Dolly
plugins. You don’t need the former because Wordfence will be doing
security tasks for you (including spam control) and the latter, well, despite
expressing some heartfelt feelings of the developer, because it does nothing
for your site.

! More About WordPress, Themes and Plugins - CLICK
! A Few (Important) Thoughts on Hosting - CLICK

A Few Final Thoughts About the Starter Suite of
WordPress Plugins
The above guide is a full “short course” on what we believe to be the absolute best
set of free WordPress plugins you can get your hands on, and use with any
WordPress site — new or old. We call it the Starter Suite of WordPress Plugins,
and it’s been in use, in one form or another, for over five years now. People love it!
The Starter Suite is the result of many years and thousands of man (and woman)
hours of hard experience working with hundreds of WordPress installations. We
created The Suite specifically so we could set up every new site we build in a
consistent way, without worrying about whether it was all going to fit together right,
and so we had a solid foundation upon which to build the rest of a website. We
recommend you use it the same way.
The above covers what kind of plugins you absolutely should have, which ones we
recommend you use, and how to upload, install and activate them with just a few
clicks (i.e. it won’t take you hours). Best of all, every single great plugin we’ve picked
is FREE (though most have a paid upgrade* you probably won’t need); you won’t
have to spend a dime to get great performance out of your site/blog.
If your site is new, you can make sure it functions well right off the start line. And
if you have an older WordPress site which isn’t being administered by a WordPress
expert, you will find that the Starter Suite is a big help. The plugins in the Suite are
proven to work together and are easy to manage. As a result, your site with perform
like a finely tuned racing engine without having to get your hands dirty — or go
into cerebral overload, either!
By unlocking this content, you are going to gain all the advantages of our years of
experience with WordPress, without having to crack a sweat. Pretty cool, huh?
*Paid upgrade: As we say in the report above, the fact a plugin has a paid upgrade path
should not worry you. It should actually encourage you, because it means there are
people paying money towards the ongoing updating and development of said
plugin. Pure “free” plugins often become abandoned plugins, when developers get
tired of slaving away for nothing, and move on. Which leaves WordPress users in a
terrible position. Hard experience has taught us that purely free plugins, while
wonderful from a sharing and community standpoint, often do not stand the test of
time, and there’s few things worse than finding out after your site has crashed that a
critical plugin is no longer compatible with the latest WordPress update. We feel
very comfortable with our logic here and the plugins we have picked, and we think you
will too.

Please tell us what you think of our article on the best WordPress plugins for blogs.
Did we miss something? Are there any points we left out? Any categories of plugin you
think needs coverage? What can we do to improve it? Would a video tutorial help, or
even be better, a full video course? Do you want more detail on using the Starter Suite?
The best comments will receive FREE ACCESS to your choice of three valuable,
useful WordPress plugins we really like and have found very useful:

Related Posts

Best Free WordPress Plugins
for Blogs – Must Have
Plugins for WordPress

How to Make Extra Money
Fast, From Home, Quick &
Easy – FREE PDF Download

SEP 20, 2018 / BY KARL WMS

AUG 30, 2018 / BY KARL WMS

ABOUT US

SERVICES

AFFILIATE DISCLOSURE

We are Video
Video, SEO and Social Media

Our services include a full panoply of

Web Marketing Services is a participant in

Marketing experts, here to help YOU. In over

promotional and marketing solutions to

various affiliate programs, including the

20 years online, and 30+ years in the

improve your profile (and results) online,

Amazon Associates Program. These revenue

branding
branding, promotions
promotions, advertising and

whether you are an individual entrepreneur or

sharing/referral fee programs DO NOT

marketing space(s), we have the expertise to

an established company. We are dedicated to

increase your cost. By clicking a link herein and

help any kind of enterprise – big or small. We

helping you build your brand
brand, generate more

purchasing a product or service, you are

know the web , what it takes to succeed online

targeted traffic and make more money

actually helping to compensate us for our

and how to get you there.

online.

hard work! We DO NOT promote products
we have not carefully reviewed and/or used

What Are You looking For?

"

Copyright © 2018 by Web Marketing Services [WMS]

ourselves.

